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(ireat Design vs Grape Juice

Iy NORA BURBA TRULSSON
Jllli"r";_'rﬂ'lllllil_] By STEPHANIE WILEY AND j’ LLWELLER

Pro 2 By Sopduniah Wiy

Calitornia interior designer Courtney Thomas

crafts a ?-Li'_"u'ii.‘-ih. I'-.mli]_!.'- E'rin:-un:ll}' home.

nterior designer Courtney Thomas imbued a new family home near Pasadena, California with a
gracious sense of elegance, framing traditionaltransitional furnishings with cool white walls and
deeply hued wood Hooring. While the interior is picture-perfect, it’s also laced with a myriad of
strategies to fght H“._L"I".L[]l!' juiee, o huair and 1|u|:|1|:'. soceer cleats, thanks to Thomas' own

insights as a working mother of four voung children.
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While the interior is picture-perfect. it s also laced with a« myriad of

strategies to fight off grape juice, dog hair and muddy soccer cleats,

thanks to Thomas own insights as a working mother of four young
children.

Thomas, who launched her eponymous residential design firm in La Caiada, California in 2013,
managed to balance both high design and practical solutions for the 9 000-square-foot home for a couple
(she’s an attorney, he’s in finance) and their three school-aged children. “The clients wanted a home that
landed somewhere between a Newport Beach coastal stvle and a traditional colonial design,” explains
Thomas, who worked with builder Robert Barsamian and a design by C.A. Stoddard A.LA. &
Associales, on the projpect. “The owners love to entertain and lave a big Ell]lll:l.'._ s0 that factored into the

design.”
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[Faong by Jill Weller

The two-story house, which also has a basement, sits on a lealy acre site, with an exterior marked by

gabled roof forms, mullioned windows, board-and-batten siding and brick detailing,
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Inside, a dramatic, two-story entry—anchored by a curving staircase—opens on to what Thomas calls
“the grand room,” which includes the formal living and dining rooms, as well as a bar. “This is where they
hiost I‘J.uJ‘tit'.-: for friends and fmllll}‘_" tlye l]-['.'ilg'l:ll."]‘ t':v.'plu.in:t- “The gramI roomm has bi-fold doors that open Lo
the back vard, so it’s great for parties.”

The kitchen, breakfast room and family room are to one side of the grand room. A library, small office,

guest suite and mud room are also on the main level, The master suite and three children’s bedrooms are

located on the second Hoor, while the basement includes a workout area and a game room.

Fhiate by Jill Weller

“We knew that we wanted to capture that coastal-design ambiance with a lot of white when it came to the
interiors,” savs Thomas, “but we also knew that such a huge expanse of white had to be interrupted with
detailing.” Thomas specified white chair rails, wainscoting and base moulding to add interest to the walls
—and to give the interior a more formal, traditional look. She also detailed ceilings throughout the house
to visually bring down the scale, adding a coffered ceiling to the kitchen and framing the formal living
room with exposed, dark beams.

The spacious kitchen's traditional white cabinets are a custom design, as is the arched hood over the
range, where Thomas installed a backsplash of laser-cut, glass and marble Ann Sacks tiles as a focal point.
Upstairs, Thomas specificd more custom cabinetry for spaces such as the master bath and the danghters
room, where a cushioned window seat is Hanked by bookcases.
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When it came to fumishings, Thomas suggested simple lines with traditional details, working in a palette
of eream, espresso, grev and deep blue. In the formal living room, two spindle chairs are balanced by a
pair of Century club chairs, which, along with a rolled-arm sofa, create a conversation grouping in front
of the limestone fireplace. The bar includes several swiveling leather club chairs, custom designed to be
extra deep to accommodate the hushand's tall, basketball-loving friends.

Fragoq by S s
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In the formal dining room, upholstered Bernhardt dining chairs and a table that can seat up to 12 make
up an invitation to long, lingering dinners. The family room’s U-shaped sectional was also a custom
design by Thomas, meant to be large enough to accommodate the entire family for TV watching, The

interior was finished off with colorful art, collected by the couple during their travels while the house was

being built.

-

[Frarie by ol Wellar

As stylish and elegant as the house seems, Thomas made sure it works for family living, collaborating

with the wile to add solutions to keep life ranning smoothly. The mud room features cubbies for each
family member, fitted with hooks, drawers and shelves to keep shoes, sports gear, backpacks and more
contained in one urg:-miﬂ'll ares, The mudrooms sink is dﬂ'['l :-unug]n ko ]it{rm“‘!.' rnse off mud, and, if

that doesn't work, Thomas points out, the adjacent porch is equipped with a hose.
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“The hose was installed there on purpose,” she laughs, “just in case the dog or anvone else needs to be
rinsed of.” The kitchen has two islands—one for cooking and one for homework, both topped with easy-
care quartzite counters—as well as two dishwashers to handle party clean-ups. Thomas specified that all
the 1L|:hu|:-ih'rl'1] []il'l't‘!’i be treated with Fabric protector and had a g:_l,'l'.uiﬁ top made for the Bernhardt woaod
breakfast table. A second-floor laundry saves steps. Even the home’s dark, engineered-wood flooring can

withstand the |1n'|ll::~r-[14|lh=r of many active feet
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Phasta by Stinplar Wikey

“The interior isn't bulletproof,” says Thomas, “It isn’t protected from rnning with scissors, but it might

slow down the grape juice from seeping into the beige sofa.”

The family has settled into their new home, relishing its design, their time spent together and the
gatherings they have already started to host. The parents can also relax, knowing there's a strategically

I'l].'l["l"ll ]l[]hil‘ i |!'I-.'III‘L§. jI]H' 1T s,



