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AN EXPANSIVE "LIVABLE LUXURY" HOME IN LA CANADA, CA BY COURTNEY THOMAS DESIGN

How were you commissioned?:

This project was a new bulld and interior design project by Courtney Thomas Design (AUps sy courtnevinaemasdesignoom., in callaboration with Stoddand Architects and
Robert Barsarmiarn, CTO left few details o chance in this 9000 square foat colonial hame, Courtrey and her team custom designed ol built-in cabinetry in the howse and sdded
architectural elements like coffered ceflings and panelled mirror vanity walls for drama. Giving the homeowner's colorful, bold art a chance to shine, they fooused an fabrics,
drages and wall colars in muted shades of blues, greys, silvers, and beiges, Indoar-eutdoar entertalinment spaces were priorities so the family could hast large family gatherings at
hdidns and Triends on weekends. For their quieter maments, though, i is the warmth of the kiehen, a light=filled home office, an oversized tamily room cowch and the bedrgdm
retreats they crave,



What was the brief frem the client and how much were they invalved?:
The clients were one of Cowrtney's favorite parts of this project. This was a cellaborative effort on 5o many levels and they put their trust and belief in the CTD team throwghout,
They stayed optimistic and reselute throughout the build and furnishings of this 9,000 sq it house, which allowed Courtney and ber (2am to net only complete a beautiful home

but enjoy the entire process a5 well, AL b Tamily of five, the clignts were loaking for 4 Space that fit éveryans’s fedds.

How did the brief affect the materials and design choices?:
The clients loved ransitional and traditional styles, so Courtney Thomas used materials in the master bathroom, for instance, along with other spaces in the home, that bended
e Dl Iusourigaus and timeless finishes with clepn-ing design. The cient needed family-Triendly and functional design o complement their lifesole, 20 Courtndy Thomas built
cubbiles for each family member in busy spots such as the mudreom. The bendch, heoks and boot cubbbes get wsed for day-to-day Items (coats, backpacks, and shoes) while the
upper (and harder 1o reach) culbbies store seasonal itgms that GonT need 10 be accessed daihy, The full-length cabinet at the end of the sink wall was built deeper far winter (oars,
sports equipment, and dog gear. And because mudrooms are often the first and last space we move through in a house, there needed to be a command center for signed
homework, field trip slips, mail, and keys. Courtney built the mail cubbies closest 1o the door 5o that items in it didn't get overlooked as the famidly left throwgh the garage. For the
kitchen, Courtrey and the CTD team nesded 1o dreate d space that accommodated Both day-to-day ving and large family entertaining, The indtial plans called for an oversized
island, truncated upper cabinets and no ceiling detall. Given the spaciousness of the kitchen and the height of the cellings, Courtney thought the space had greater potential and
kv that they could spice up the architecmural drama snd address the required function of the Kitchen's island all a1 the same time, Suggested by Sroddard Archicecrs, the team
split the single istand Into two giving the family more horzental work-space and greater lower cabinet storage and to keep the space from feeling cavernouws, they added the
coffered ceilings and dropped a soffit arpund the perimerer of the space so that the upper cabinets didn't swretch 1o am unreachable 107 celling height.



How did your previcus experlence help yeu with this project?:

Courtney Thomas Design is highly regarded for its sucoess in designing functional and famibsfricndly homes that are actually lvable for young families, kids, Cheeto fingers, etc,
wihile still feeling luxuriows - Courtney likes to call it, “livable lucury™. This really tends te resonate with the majority of homeowners who ook to design thelr spaces in a reasonable
and obrainable rmanner for family life, rather than just for style. To Courtney and her peam, ics the daily ife stories that should mold your home into a space of authenticity, rather
than just a space of beauty. With Courtney being a mother of four kids under the age of teehie, herselfl, she doesn’t design, build, or create for everyday perfection, becawse in her

warld, that doesn't exist. The firm's clients and projects are functional in their layout, comfortable in their use, inspirational in their style, and luxurious in their appodntrment - all

things that Courtney was able to easily implement into this project,

Can you explain the layout of the project:
Wiith such a massive space, the home includes a two-story entry with grand staircase, a Bohemian art glass chandelier, double kitchen islands with book-matched, guartzite
Counters, custam, bull-in cabinetry, and caffered cellings. The hardwasd flooes theaughout the main flaer include bath perpendicular and parallel spaces, The CTD tearm apted 1o
run the flooring paralied to the house's wingspan and along the main hallways which woulbd've suffered the miost from a directional mistake.



What problems or challenges did you face?;

Courtney had to make a convincing argument for the coffered ceilings since ondy one homeowner was completely sold on the idea. She had o compromise on another design
detail she wanted 1o pursue, but it ultimately, it was worth it In adding the coffered ceiling, additional challenges were created as well. In the kitchen, the islands aren't ctually
centered In the noom so aligning the coffered celling required a great deal of planning to make them look not onky centered ower the islands but bebween the perimeter Counters
and evenly spaced from the celling beams in the family room, Adding al of these archipeciural details requirgd lots of dever molding dedisions when it came 19 Tying the kitthen

and family room spaces together.

How do you think this project is pushing design forward? What makes it special?;
With such a large square fﬂﬂ[ﬂE‘.‘. the home itsell already exudes luxury, With Courtney Thomas' background inimplermenting "livable luoury” into a space through design, the fact
that she was able to create such custom and functional details that the family could realistically enjoy inevery part of the home, |5 a step forward in design that BBn't just deemed
"peeautiful®, but rather beawtiful AMD functional, comfortable, and Inspirational,






